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U.K.  INCREASES  IMPORTS 
OF  U.S.  LEAF  TOBACCO 

The  United  Kingdom  imported  177*3  million  pounds  of  U.S.  leaf  tobacco 
in  1960--an  increase  of  26  percent  over  the  1^-0.^  million  imported  in  1959* 
The  U.S.  share  of  total  i960  imports  of  361.7  million  pounds  was  ^9.0  per- 
cent, compared  with  ^6.7  percent  in  1959* 

Commonwealth  countries  supplied  the  United  Kingdom  with  179*8  million 
pounds  of  leaf  in  1960—representing  ^-9*7  percent  of  total  U.K.  imports. 
The  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  supplied  the  United  Kingdom  with 
103.^  million  pounds  in  I96O--I9  percent  more  than  in  1959*    Imports  from 
both  India  and  Canada  were  larger  in  i960  than  in  1959* 

Flue-cured  tobacco  accounted  for  9^*2  percent  of  the  United  Kingdom's 
tobacco  imports  in  i960.  The  United  States  supplied  51*3  percent  of  total 
U.K.  flue-cured  imports  in  i960,  compared  with  U9.O  percent  in  1959* 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    United  Kingdom,  imports  by 
country  of  origin,  1958-60 


Origin  ;        1958  ;        1959  ;  i960 


:  Percent  Percent  Percent 

:  of  of  of 

:  1,000  grand  1,000       grand  1,000  grand 

:  pounds  total  pounds      total  pounds  total 


Commonwealth :  : 
Rhodesias-  : 

Nyasaland  :  7^,636  23.6        86,86^  28.9       103,^20  28.6 

India  :  W-,683  lk.2         37,378  12. ^        h2,hrjk  11.8 

Canada  :  23,^35  7.1+        29,666  9.9        30,175  8*3 

Others  :  1,98^       0.6  2,772       0.9  3,696  1.0 


Total  :  1^,738     ^5*8       156,680     52. 1       179, 1&5  ^9*7 


Non - Commonwealth :  ; 

United  States  :  l6>+,392  52. 0  11+0,1+23  1+6. 7  177,318  I+9.0 

Greece  :  505  0.2  357       0.1  Qh 

Italy  :  l,lU6  O.h  336       0.1  1,028  0.3 

Turkey  :  96I+  0.3  197       0.1  397  0.1 

Others  :  l+,220  1.3  2,665        0*9  3,1^2  0.9 


Total  :  171^27      5^*2       1^3,978     1+7*9       181,969  50.3 


GRAND  TOTAL  :  315,965    100*0       300,658    100.0       361,73b  100*0 


Tobacco  Intelligence,  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
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U.S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  DOWN  SLIGHTLY 
IN  JANUARY  1961 

U.S.  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  January  I96I,  at  22  ,k  million 
pounds,  were  2.8  percent  below  those  of  January  i960.    The  value,  at  $16.7 
million,  was  down  1.3  percent. 

Exports  of  flue-cured,  dark-fired  Kentucky-Tennessee,  Maryland,  and 
Black  Fat  were  larger  than  for  January  a  year  ago.    Burley,  however,  at  2.0 
million  pounds,  was  ko  percent  below  exports  for  January  i960. 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  the  first  7  months  of  the  1961 
fiscal  year  totaled  373  »9  million  pounds--up  11.2  percent  from  the  336.1 
million  exported  in  the  corresponding  period  of  fiscal  i960.    The  value  of 
fiscal  1961  exports,  through  January  1961,  was  ik.k  percent  above  the 
similar  period  a  year  earlier- -$289.1  million,  compared  with  $252.7  million. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    U.S.  exports,  by  types  and  export  weight, 
January  i960  and  I96I,  with  percentage  change 

(Export  weight) 


Type 

January 

Percent  ' 
change 

January 

! Percent 
.  change 

i960  ;  1961 

i960  ;  1961 

1,000       1,000                      1,000  1,000 

pounds      pounds    Percent    dollars    dollars  Percent 

Flue-cured. . . 

Burley  

Dk. -fired  Ky.-Tenn 
Va.  fire-cured  if 
Maryland ...... 

Green  River. , . 
One  Sucker .... 

Black  Fat,  etc 
Cigar  wrapper. 
Cigar  binder. . 
Cigar  filler . . 
Other ......... 


16,083 
3,33^ 
1,576 
595 
361 
162 

23 
193 
h2k 


16,  W+7 
2,010 

1,599 
527 
716 
10 
5 

1+12 

326 
39 


+2.3 
-39.7 

+1.5 
-11.  k 
+98.3 
-93.8 
-78.3 
+113.5 
-23.1 


233 


332  +U2.5 


11, 5+1 
2,775 

676 

396 
279 
85 
13 
132 
903 
80 
k 

+3 


12,269 
1,727 
71+6 
338 
589 
5 
2 

3^0 
593 
35 


+6.3 
-37.8 
+10.  ^ 
-lU.6 
+111.1 

-9+.1 
-81f.6 

+157.6 

-3^.3 
-56.2 


70  +62.8 


Total  :  23,072      22,423       -2.8       16,927      16,71k  -1.3 


if  Includes  sun-cured. 
Bureau  of  the  Census. 


U.S.  exports  of  tobacco  products  in  January  1961  were  valued  at  $8.1 
million- -a  l6-percent  increase  from  January  i960.    Cigarette  exports,  at 
1,733  million  pieces,  were  up  20  percent;  smoking  tobacco  in  packages  in- 
creased 37  percent;  smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  was  down  51  percent;  cigars 
and  cheroots  dropped  12  percent  below  January  i960. 
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TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  exports ,  January  i960  and  I96I, 
with  percentage  change 


Products  and  value 


January 


I960 


J  anuary 


1961 


Percent 
change 


Cigars  and  cheroots 

(1,000  pieces) . . 
Cigarettes 

(million  pieces) 
Chewing  and  snuff 

(1,000  pounds) . . 
Smoking  tobacco  in 

(1,000  pounds) . . 
Smoking  tobacco  in 

(1,000  pounds) . . 
Total  declared  value 

(million  dollars) . 


Pkg 
bulk 


1,1*23 

1,2U7 

-12.1+ 

l,hk2 

1,733 

+  20.2 

102 

81 

-20.6 

^3 

59 

+  37-2 

729 

357 

-51.1 

7-0 

8.1 

+15-7 

Bureau  of  the  Census 


CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  UP 
10  PERCENT  IN  KENYA 


In  the  first  9  months  of  i960,  cigarette  output  in  Kenya,  at  about 
1.8  billion  pieces,  was  10  percent  greater  than  in  the  comparable  period 
of  1959- 

At  the  rate  factories  in  Nairobi  and  Nakuru  produced  cigarettes  during 
the  first  9  months,  Kenya's  total  output  for  i960  was  about  2.5  billion 
pieces,  compared  with  close  to  2.3  billion  in  1959- 

Nearly  half  the  cigarettes  manufactured  in  Kenya  are  shipped  to 
smokers  in  Tanganyika  and  Uganda. 


HONG  KONG  GOOD  MARKET 
FOR  U.S.  TOBACCO 


During  the  first  9  months  of  i960,  the  Unite  I.  States  supplied  3«0 
million  pounds,  or  37  percent,  of  Hong  Kong's  total  imports  of  8.1  million 
pounds  of  leaf  tobacco.    The  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  was  the 
second-ranking  source  of  supply,  sending  2.6  million.     Other  countries 
sharing  substantially  in  the  Hong  Kong  market  were  India,  China,  and  Japan. 

TURKEY'S  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
DROP  IN  I960 

Turkish  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  totaled  128  million  pounds 
in  i960- -down  13  percent  from  1959* 
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Major  decreases  were  recorded  in  trade  with  West  Germany  and  Soviet 
bloc  countries.    Exports  to  the  United  States ,  the  leading  outlet,  were 
about  the  same  as  in  1959- 


Gains  were  made  in  exports  to  France,  Italy,  Finland,  and  Belgium, 
but  these  were  more  than  offset  by  smaller  exports  to  the  areas  mentioned. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED :    Turkey,  exports  by  country 
of  destination,  1958-60 


Destination                \  1958  1959 

™  1,000  1,000 

pounds  pounds 

United  States   *+3,l+09  72,856 

Germany ,  We  st                              :  13 , 727  19 , 502 

Italy...   5,78l  2,118 

Czechoslovakia  :  8,113  8,77^ 

France....   6,1+85  ^,396 

Germany,  East   1^,215  6,138 

Belgium   807  1,2^7 

Poland    7, 176  8,907 

Soviet  Union. .   :  8,550  3,279 

Switzerland   l,kok  2,755 

Finland..  ...:  821  1,802 

Others   13A60  15,^77 

  Total.  ;  123,6^8  1^7,251 

1/  Preliminary. 

Tobacco  Intelligence,  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee 


I960  1/ 


1,000 
pounds 

73,823 
9,912 
6,770 

6,6l4 
5,ioi 
i+,167 
3,252 

3,239 
2,668 
2,110 
1,918 
8,39^ 


127, 


TURKEY  TRIES  TO  STIMULATE 
FARM  OUTTURN  AND  EXPORTS 

Turkey  recently  implemented  measures  to  bolster  production  and  exports 
of  agricultural  commodities. 

A  Research  Center  for  Export  Promotion  was  established  late  in  i960, 
and  an  Export  Promotion  Fund  was  set  up  to  finance  the  undertaking. 

In  January  I96I,  farm  products  subject  to  export  licensing  were  limited 
to  cereals,  some  cereal  products,  wheat  flour,  oatmeal,  rice  flour,  wal- 
nut logs,  livestock,  butter,  eggs,  broken  and  waste  filberts,  linter  cot- 
ton, margarine,  and  straw.    Exports  of  other  farm  products  do  not  have  to 
be  registered  through  the  Exporters  Union  and  therefore  have  been  liberal- 
ized.0 Items  subject  to  licensing  are  not  implicityly  restricted,  but  are 
only  subject  to  price  and  quantity  control  if  a  domestic  shortage  develops. 
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Imports  of  agricultural  equipment,  insecticides ,  fertilizers,  and 
similar  items  previously  in  short  supply  were  liberalized  to  increase  pro- 
duction of  Turkish  agricultural  commodities. 

TURKISH  GOVERNMENT  AND  FARMERS 
POOL  RESOURCES  TO  IMPROVE  LAND 

Turkey  is  starting  its  first  land  reclamation  and  consolidation  pro- 
gram. 

About  320  acres  owned  by  5*+  farmers  near  Karkin,  a  village  in  Konya 
Province,  will  soon  be  reclaimed  and  consolidated.    Nearby,  12,000  miles 
of  canals  will  be  opened  to  irrigate  1,200  acres.    The  project,  sponsored 
by  the  Turkish  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  will  be  financed  by  the  farmers 
(60  percent)  and  the  government  (ho  percent). 

Two  more  projects  in  Konya,  one  in  Ankara,  and  one  in  Tarsus  will  be 
implemented  soon.    Requests  for  similar  projects  have  been  submitted  by 
farmers  in  other  areas. 

Another  new  project,  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Soil  Conservation  and 
Irrigation  Institute  and  the  International  Cooperation  Administration,  in- 
volves the  drainage  of  approximately  500  acres  of  swampland  on  which  about 
hO  small,  modern  farms  will  be  established  and  sold  to  the  villagers. 

DANISH  MEAT  INDUSTRY  PLANS 
SCHOOL  FOR  EMPLOYEES 

The  Danish  meat  industry  will  establish  a  school  to  improve  the  skills 
of  workers  and  management  personnel. 

The  school  will  be  organized  in  response  to  the  challenge  of  the 
European  market  organizations  (EEC  and  EFTA)  and  competition  from  other 
countries.     It  will  train  new  workers,  improve  skills  in  slaughter  oper- 
ations, assure  uniform  theoretical  education  of  employees,  offer  advanced 
professional  and  technical  training,  and  provide  courses  for  supervisory 
personnel. 

The  school  will  cost  the  meat  industry  about  $1.7  million  of  which 
$200,000  will  be  used  to  construct  a  slaughterhouse  for  training  appren- 
tices.   Classes  are  expected  to  begin  in  the  fall  of  1962. 

MEXICAN  WINTER  VEGETABLE  SHIPMENTS 

Between  February  16  and  28,  the  following  quantities  of  winter  vege- 
tables from  the  west  coast  of  Mexico  crossed  the  border  at  Nogales, Arizona 
(in  thousands  of  pounds  with  last  year's  shipments  in  parentheses): 
green  corn,  ^0  (128);  cucumbers,  1,068  (292);  eggplant,  187  (l8o);  peas, 
710  (1,089);  peppers,  800  (l,579);  squash,  50  (3^);  snap  beans,  $kl  (160); 
tomatoes,  17,687  (2U,100);  and  watermelons,  171  (137). 
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FRANCE  TO  IMPORT 
U.S.  ORANGES 

France  has  authorized  an  import  quota  for  fresh  U.S.  oranges  from 
October  1,  I96I,  through  June  ±k,  1962.    The  amount  of  quota  was  un- 
specified. 

ECUADOR  REINSTATED  ADVANCE 
DEPOSITS  ON  IMPORTS 

Ecuadoran  importers  must  now  make  an  advance  deposit  of  25  percent 
on  essential  imports  and  50  percent  on  nonessential. 

The  Monetary  Board  of  Ecuador  recently  reinstated  the  requirement, 
which  had  been  eliminated  on  December  15,  i960,  after  a  gradual  reduction 
that  began  in  August  1959-    A  decrease  in  monetary  reserves  resulting  from 
large  importations  led  to  the  reinstatement. 

COMMUNIST  CHINA  SHIPS  LESS 
LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT  TO  FREE  WORLD 

Communist  China's  exports  of  livestock  and  meat  products  to  the  Free 
World  are  decreasing,  while  exports  to  the  U.S.S.R.  continue  strong  for 
most  items. 

Exports  of  cattle  and  hogs  to  the  Free  World,  mostly  to    Hong  Kong 
dropped  sharply  in  1959-     Shipments  of  meat  and  preparations,  hides,  ani- 
mal hair,  and  wool  were  considerably  lower  than  in  1958.     China  increased 
exports  of  lard,  crude  animal  materials,  and  bristles  to  the  Free  World 
in  1959«    U.S.  firms  are  prohibited  from  buying  Chinese  products. 

China  exports  sizeable  quantities  of  livestock  and  meat  products  to 
the  U.S.S.R.  in  return  for  industrial  items  used  in  its  "Leap  Forward" 
program.     Shipments  to  the  U.S.S.R.  in  1959  of  animals,  animal  hair, 
bristles,  and  wool  were  larger  than  in  195&.    During  modern  history,  China 
has  been  the  world's  prime  supplier  of  natural  hog  bristles.  Exports 
apparently  were  at  least  U,87^  tons  in  1959*    Exports  of  fresh  and  frozen 
meats  and  hides  to  the  U.S.S.R.  in  1959  were  considerably  lower  than  in 
1958  but  were  still  at  high  levels. 

Chinese  wool  exports  to  the  U.S.S.R.  may  have  been  about  one-fifth 
of  total  production.    Prior  to  World  War  II,  China  was  an  important  source 
of  U.S.  carpet  wool.     Imports  from  China  and  Tibet  have  been  banned  since 
the  Korean  War. 

In  i960,  China  was  severely  hit  by  drought  and  floods  that  reduced 
agricultural  output  to  the  lowest  level  in  several  years.    These  conditions 
undoubtedly  reduced  exportable  supplies  of  livestock  and  meat  products. 
Exports  to  the  Free  World  and  the  U.S.S.R.  probably  were  considerably  lower 
in  i960. 
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COMMUNIST  CHINA :    Exports   l/   of  livestock  and  livestock 
products  to  the  Free  World  and  U.S.S.R.,  1958-59 


Commodity 


Unit 


Slaughter  cattle  :  Head 


Hogs. 


do. 


Meat,  fresh  or  frozen....:  Sh.tais 

Meat,  canned  and  prepared:  do. 

Lard  :  do. 

Casings  :  do . 

Hides  :  do. 

Horse,  goat,  and  other  : 

hair  :  do . 

Bristles  :  do. 

Wool  :  do . 

Crude  animal  materials...:  do. 


1958 


Free 
World 


TU.S.S.R. 


1939 


Free 
World 


U.S.S.R. 


106,203 
752,^0U 

27,33^ 
2,788 

^5 


122,700 

97,113 

7,957 


98,21+7 
66^,511 

22,920 
3,1^2 

981 


12^,300 

66,858 
28 

U,120 


5,^   2/98,12^        2,366  2/77,501 


7,975 
2,176 
358 
2,730 


3lh 
1,102 
13,338 


6,239 
3,221 

^,623 


389 
1,653 
1^,330 


l/  Exports  to  Communist  countries  except  U.S.S.R.  not  included. 
2/    Hides  are  estimated  by  multiplying  pieces  by  50  pounds. 


COFFEE  FEDERATION 
PLANNED  IN  HAITI 

Haiti's  coffee  exporters  plan  to  form  and  finance  a  coffee  federation. 

The  main  purpose,  as  currently  projected,  is  to  establish  demonstration 
farms  and  take  other  actions  to  increase  production  and  improve  the  quality 
of  coffee.    The  federation  will  also  grant  loans  and  give  technical  advice 
to  prospective  planters. 

By  carrying  out  the  aforementioned  plans,  the  exporters  presumably  hope 
to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  government  decree  of  September  22,  i960, 
which  obliges  exporters  of  most  Haitian  agricultural  products  to  invest  in 
production. 

MEXICAN  TICK-FREE  ZONE 
EXTENDED  SOUTHWARD 

The  Mexican  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock  has  extended  the 
tick-free  zone  southward  to  include  8  additional  municipalities. 

The  extension  lies  entirely  within  the  state  of  Sonora.    The  latest 
census  of  the  affected  municipalities  showed  a  cattle  number  of  87,377  head. 
Cattle  from  the  "clean"  zone  of  Mexico  are  not  quarantined  for  60  days  be- 
fore entering  the  United  States.     In  i960,  the  United  States  imported 
390,888  head  of  dutiable  cattle  from  Mexico. 


10 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  82,  No.  13 


CANADIAN  FARMERS  PLAN 
LARGER  GRAIN  ACREAGE 

As  of  March  1,  Canadian  farmers  plan  a  one -percent  increase  in  wheat 
acreage  this  year. 

A  shift  from  "barley  to  oats  acreage  is  indicated.    According  to  reports, 
acreage  of  oats  for  grain  will  be  increased  by  7  percent  while  barley  acreage 
will  be  cut  by  9  percent.    A  10-percent  increase  in  mixed  grain  acreage  is 
expected. 

A  report  of  farmers1  plans  as  of  March  1,  published  by  the  Dominion  Bureau 
of  Statistics,  emphasizes  that  intentions  are  merely  tentative  and  that  acreages 
actually  seeded  may  vary  considerably,  depending  on  conditions  before  and  during 
seeding. 

The  largest  individual  shift  in  the  use  of  Canadian  croplands  in  1961  will 
be  a  proposed  increase  of  785,200  acres  of  oats  for  grain.    This  figure  will 
be  largely  offset  by  a  decrease  of  637,300  acres  in  barley.    An  intended  wheat 
acreage  increase  of  169,000  acres  would  bring  all  wheat  acreage  to  23,367,000 
acres,  the  largest  area  sown  since  195^.    According  to  plans,  both  winter  and 
spring  wheat  acreage  will  be  up.    A  sharp  increase  in  durum  is  planned;  a  total 
of  1,501,000  now  in  prospect  contrasts  with  durum  acreage  of  only  883,000  acres 
in  i960. 

GRAIN:    Canadian  seeding  intentions,  with  comparisons  for  1958-60 


:  :                     :  Intended 
Grain                   :  1958        :       1959       :        i960  :  for 
 :  :  :  :  1961 

* 

:  1,000            1,000            1,000  1,000 

:  acres              acres              acres  acres 

Winter  wheat  :  580                 k2$                 525  560 

Spring  wheat  :    20,319  22,6k0  22,673  22,807 


Total  wheat  ;    20,899  23,065  23, 198  23,367 


Oats  for  grain  :  11,039           11,391           H,1^7  11,931 

Barley  :  9,5^8            8,289             7,360  6,722 

Total  rye  :  521                 517                 5^3  550 

Mixed  grains  :  1,1+22             1,500             1,381  1,523 

Corn  for  grain   I+98  ^§9  51^  520 


Total  grain  :    ^3,927  1+5,251  hk,lk3  M+,6l3 


Summer  fallow  :     25,30*+  2^,525  23,938  2^, 075 


From  reports  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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HONG  KONG  IMPORTS 
MORE  RICE 

Rice  imports  into  Hong  Kong  in  i960,  at  356,261  metric  tons,  rose 
moderately  from  those  in  1959* 

Principal  sources  were  Thailand,  Communist  China,  South  Vietnam,  and 
Cambodia.    The  quantity  from  Communist  China  increased  12  percent  over  1959, 
hut  was  less  than  half  of  1958  imports. 


RICE:    Hong  Kong,  imports  "by  country  of  origin,  average  1951-55, 

annual  1956-60 


Country  of  origin 

: Ave  rage  : 
: 1951-55  : 

1956  j 

1957  : 

1958  ; 

1959  : 

i960  1/ 

:  Metric  : 

Metric 

Metric 

Metric 

Metric 

Metric 

:  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

..:  2/ 

..:  g/ 
..:  2kk 

..: 3/11, k09 
..:  159, k9h 

100 

36,509 

2/ 
51,9^ 

K 

9,670 
3/  303 
178,757 

200 

150 
1,1*96 

32,955 
6k, 528 
15,832 

0 

753 
197, 33^ 

0 

50 
3,912 
51,7^7 
1^3,16^ 
12,696 
5 

3,57^ 
165,80** 

0 

5^9 
25,^75 
39,079 
63,003 
8,729 
0 

1*7,151 
166,8^2 

0 

I*,  51*2 
1,122 
52,132 

70,535 
852 
0 

5^,333 
172,0^5 

0 

731 

0 

5^6 

2,4-87 

700 

313,0^8 

381,1*98 

353,315 

356,261 

l/  Preliminary.     2/  Included  in  South  Vietnam.     3/  Formerly  Indochina. 


Hong  Kong  Trade  Returns. 


Import  prices  in  Hong  Kong  in  mid-February  were  a  little  lower  than  3 
months  before.    Prices  of  Chinese  white  rice,  first  grade,  on  February  17 
ranged  from  $1^*5  "to  $172  per  metric  ton,  compared  with  $1^*9  to  $175  on 
November  15 .    Chinese  white  rice,  second  grade,  sold  for  $100  to  $116  per  ton 
against  $105  "to  $117  in  November;  Chinese  white  rice,  third  grade,  was  $93  "to 
$106,  compared  with  $96  to  $105  three  months  before. 

U.S.  VARIETY  MEAT  EXPORTS 
SET  RECORD  IN  i960 

U.S.  exports  of  121  million  pounds  of  variety  meats  in  1960—up  33 
percent—established  a  new  record. 

Stepped-up  trade  with  the  United    Kingdom  and  France,  following  re- 
duced import  restrictions,  accounted  for  most  of  the  gain. 
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Exports  to  West  Germany,  largest  U.S.  market,  were  also  up  slightly  in 
i960.    Strong  German  demand,  combined  with  better  quality  control  by  U.S. 
shippers,  continued  to  stimulate  the  good  market  for  variety  meats. 


VARIETY  MEATS:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1951-5 5 ,  annual  1956-60 


ou  mi ox  y 

:  Average  : 
:  1951-55  : 

-1-959 

xyOU  LI 

• 

:  Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

..:  5-1 

27.0 

25.6 

25.3 

35.7 

37.6 

•  O.k 

2.1+ 

1+.6 

1+.9 

9-1 

31.3 

..:  17.5 

1+5.0 

36.7 

27.8 

30.7 

27.9 

..:  1.1*. 

1+.0 

3.h 

1+.8 

1+.6 

8.0 

..:  3.8 

6.1 

5.8 

0.8 

1.7 

h.Q 

..:  0.7 

2.6 

2.0 

1.0 

3.2 

3-5 

..:  0.3 

1+.2 

3.6 

2.2 

1.7 

3.1 

3.1 

3.1 

0.1 

l.k 

2.5 

5.0 

6.1+ 

2.7 

3.2 

2.1+ 

. .:  30.^ 

99.^ 

91.2 

69.6 

91.3 

121.1 

l/  Preliminary. 


Bureau  of  the  Census. 


BRAZIL  ALTERS 
EXCHANGE  SYSTEM 

Effective  March  Ik,  1961,  Brazil  instituted  important  changes  in  its 
exchange  system. 

The  principal  rate  applicable  to  certain  preferred  imports  was  depreciated 
from  100  to  200  cruzeiros  per  U.S.  dollar,  and  the  auction  system  of  providing 
foreign  exchange  for  imports  was  eliminated.    These  changes  are  designed  to 
simplify  the  system  and  introduce  a  more  realistic  rate  of  exchange  for  Brazilian 
payments  and  receipts.    Brazil  intends  to  simplify  the  system  further  in  the 
second  half  of  1961. 

A  rate  of  200  cruzeiros  per  U.S.  dollar  now  applies  to  specified  govern- 
ment imports,  including  wheat,  newsprint,  oil  and  oil  products,  equipment  for 
the  oil  and  printing  industries,  and  to  amortization  and  interest  on  registered 
loans.  The  free  exchange  market  will  be  broadened  by  elimination  of  the  auction 
system  of  providing  foreign  exchange.  Some  imports  of  luxury  goods,  however, 
will  be  subject  to  licenses  auctioned  on  the  basis  of  worldwide  quotas.  Most 
imports  will  be  subject  to  120-day  advance  deposits  of  100  percent. 
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Coffee  exporters  will  continue  to  receive  payment  at  the  rate  of  90 
cruzeiros  per  U.S.  dollar;  the  difference  "between  this  rate  and  the  200  cruzeiros 
paid  by  importers  for  the  foreign  exchange  thus  earned  will  be  used  to  finance 
the  government's  domestic  coffee  policy,    A  special  rate  of  100  cruzeiros  will 
apply  for  exports  of  cocoa.    Castor  beans,  formerly  at  the  rate  of  100  cruzeiros, 
were  transferred  to  the  free  market. 

MEXICAN  ISTLE  PRODUCTION  AND  EXPORTS  RISE 

Mexican  production  of  lechuguilla,  a  native  istle  fiber  used  in  brushes 
and  cordage,  was  about  1  million  pounds  more  in  i960  than  in  1959,  and  palma 
istle,  a  bag  and  twine  fiber,  remained  at  about  28,7  million  pounds. 

The  i960  harvest  supplied  about  27.6  million  pounds  of  lechuguilla,  of 
which  25.5  million  were  exported  and  4.1  million  were  consumed  domestically. 
Stocks  were  reduced  by  nearly  2  million  pounds.    Consumption  of  palma  istle 
was  30. 8  million  pounds,  reducing  stocks  about  2.2  million.    Exports  were  small 
at  about  50,000  pounds. 

Both  fibers  can  be  substituted  for  jute,  which  is  now  scarce  and  unusually 
high-priced.    The  current  smaller  stocks  of  both  istles  and  the  demand  as  a 
jute  substitute  make  the  selling  price  attractive  to  collectors.    This  situa- 
tion is  expected  to  encourage  collection  and  processing  to  as  much  as  2  million 
pounds  more  than  in  i960.    The  fibers  are  obtained  from  wild  plants  and  are 
collected  and  prepared  for  market  as  the  demand  warrants. 


ISTLE:    Mexican  exports  by  country  of  destination,  1959  and  i960 


Commodity  and 
country 


1959 


i960 


Istle  fibers  - 

:  1,000  1,000 
pounds  pounds 

7,698  6,444 
2,903  5,732 
1,193  3,600 
1,887  1,102 
3,766  2,862 

:  Mill  waste  - 

1,000  1,000 
pounds  pounds 

2,401  5,024 
593  677 

2,994  5,701 

Istle  products  - 

681  654 
214  87 

17^447  19,740 

Palma  istle  (all  to 

:           0  49 

895  741 

Commodity  and 
country 


1959 


i960 


Compiled  from  data  of  Direccion  General  de  Estadistica. 
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WORLD'S  LONGEST  SHEEP  FENCE 
NEAR  COMPLETION 


According  to  the  Wool  Digest,  a  3,500-mile  fence  "being  built  in 
Queensland,  Australia,  to  protect  sheep  from  dingoes (wild  dogs)  should 
he  completed  in  June. 

The  great  barrier  will  protect  a  sizable    acreage  from  dingoes, 
which  have  caused  severe  losses  to  the  Australian  sheep  industry.  The 
Herculean  task  began  6  years  ago,  and  Only  about  100  miles  remain  to  be 
fenced.    Expenditure  so  far  has  been  about  $1.7  million. 


ITALIAN  FARMERS  ASK 
RICE  ACREAGE  INCREASE 


A  group  of  farmers  in  Vercelli- -center  of  Italian  rice  production- - 
recently  requested  the  government's  permission  to  seed  rice  on  land  that 
could  not  be  sown  in  wheat  because  of  adverse  weather  last  fall. 

The  group  also  requested  that  (l)  the  Ente  Rizi  list  this  year's 
acreage  to  be  planted  in  rice  and  make  a  fair    distribution  of  seed  varie 
ties,  and  (2)  long-term  operating  credit  be  granted  to  farmers  at  a  low 
interest  rate. 

U.S.  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
SET  NEW  RECORD 

U.S.  wheat  and  flour  exports  in  February  are  estimated  at  65  million 
bushels --about  10  percent  above  the  previous  monthly  record  of  59  million 
in  April  1951-     Inspections  of  wheat  for  export  indicated  movement  of  57 
million  bushels,  and  flour  exports  are  estimated  at  8  million  (grain 
equivalent) . 

At  this  rate,  July -February  I96O-6I  exports  should  be  about  klk 
million  bushels,  or  119  million  larger  than  in  the  first  8  months  of  1959 
60. 

July-January  exports  totaled  3^+9  million  bushels --about  k2  percent 
larger  than  in  the  same  months  a  yaar  earlier.    Wheat  exports  were  98 
million  bushels  more,  and  flour  exports  were  k.J    million  higher  than  in 
the  previous  year. 

About  87  million  bushels,  or  30  percent  of  the  wheat  exports  of 
29^  million  bushels,  went  to  India,  with  an  increase  of  ^+0  million. 
Other  major  markets  follow  in  million  bushels,  with  comparable  data  for 
1959-60  shown  in  parentheses:    Brazil,  16.0  (25. l);  Italy,  16.1  (0. 5) J 
Poland,  29.7  (9.6);  Japan,  20.2  (15.9);  Pakistan,  18.5  (9.1) j  and  U.A.R. 
(Egypt  and  Syria),  15^  (11.6). 

About  18  million  bushels,  or  33  percent  of  the  flour  exports  of  55 
million  bushels,  went  to  U.A.R.     Some  of  this  gain  was  offset  in  smaller 
shipments  to  Italy,  Ceylon,  and  Indonesia. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-January  1959-60  and  July-January  1960-61 


July- January  1959-60 


July-January  1960-61 


Country  of  destination 

Wheat 

:                s                t  t 
Flour  i/s    Total    :    Wheat    :  Flour  1/:  Total 
:               :               :  > 

t 

:               :               :  t 

Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada   

Central  America   

Federation  of  West  Indies 

Cuba   

Bolivia   

Brazil   

Chile   

Colombia   

Peru  

Venezuela   

Others   

Total   


1,000  : 
bushels  : 
963  : 
1,439  t 
38  : 
3,504  : 
—  t 
25,095  « 


335 
2,491 
5,170 
1^471 


,1  40,506 


Europe: 

Belgium-Luxembourg 

Germany,  West   

Greece   

Italy   

Netherlands   

Poland   

Portugal   

Spain   

Switzerland   

United  Kingdom 

Yugoslavia   

Others   

Total   


1,000  : 

bushel 8  : 

73  : 

2,063  : 

1,048  : 

1,247  : 

822  i 

25  : 

639  : 

364  1 
157 
244 
1,662 


8,344 


1,000  : 
bushels  : 
1,036  : 
3,502  : 
1,086  : 
4,751  s 
822  : 
25,120  : 
639  1 
699  s 
2,648 
5,414 
3,133 


48,850 


1,000 
bushels 

5,731  : 
1,527  1 
34  » 
547  : 

16,038  : 
1,200  : 
1,625  : 
2,012  : 
4,785  : 
1,339 


34,838 


1,000 
bushels 

34 
1,745 
1,363 
1,085 
1,521 
94 
690 
655 
306 
79 
1,143 


1,000 
bushels 

5,765 
3,272 
1,397 
1,632 
1,521 
16,132 
1,890 
2,280 
2,318 
4,864 
2,482 


8,715  »  43,553 


1,943 

7,908  : 

128  : 

546  : 

3,169  s 

9,565  : 

89  « 

431  : 

10,080  : 

8,999  : 

4,145  « 


11  : 
314  : 
1,462  : 
5,136  : 
2,2L4  « 
—  : 
490  : 


442  : 
1,775  : 
784  » 


1,954 
8,222 
1,590 
5,682 
5,383 
9,565 
579 

431  : 

10,522  : 

10,774  s 
4,929 


47,003  «  12,628 


Asia: 

Ceylon   

India   

Indonesia   

Iran   

Israel   

Japan   

Jordan   

Korea   

Lebanon   

Pakistan   

Philippines   

Saudi  Arabia   

Syria   

Taiwan  (Formosa)   

Turkey   

Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia 
Others   


45,934 
10 

3,431 
15,854 
1,483 
4,887 

407 
9,116 

515 
46 

442 
6,081 
2,871 

705 


2,244 
27 
1,836 

100 

102 
1,554 

477 
1,003 
1,916 

227 
2,833 
1,149 
4 

666 
13 
1,429 
1,218 


59,631 


2,244 
45,961 
1,8^6 
100 
3,533 
17,408 
1,960 
5,890 
2,323 
9,343 
3,348 
1,195 
446 
6,747 
2,884 
1,429 
1,923 


2,493  « 
4,423  : 
1,191  : 

16,101  : 
3,586  : 

29,738  : 
2,022 
9,653 
1,356 
9,792 

2,308 


82,663 


86,570 

3,088 
4,179 

20,195 
1,854 
5,003 
369 

18,539 
3,2H 
20 
3,883 
6,577 
2,217 

2,706 


3 

233 
1,153 
3,591 
1,806 
4H 
559 
228 

786 
1,374 
691 


2,496 
4,656 
2,344 

19,692 
5,392 

30,152 
2,581 
9,881 
1,356 

10,578 
1,374 


10,838 


16,798 

108,580  : 

158,414 

17,579  : 

175,993 

Africa: 

1  3 

1,600  : 

943  ' 

4  : 

947 

8,519 

19,712  : 

11,529 

14,493  « 

26,022 

237 

586  : 

623 

583  : 

1,206 

1,159 

1,159  s 

1,137  : 

1,137 

1  32 

1,298  : 

2,712 

43  « 

2,755 

1  — 

1,097  : 

1  : 

1 

1  2,495 

•      3,938  : 

2,505 

1,571  : 

4,076 

12,445 

29,390  : 

18,312 

17,832  : 

36,144 

: 

25 

i          25  :  — 

I  X 

23  : 

23 

50,240 

246,476  : 

294,227 

54,987  : 

349,214 

1,855 
23 
366 
144 
97 
1,680 
1,152 
633 
507 
561 
862 
1,311 
3,723 
346 
67 
1,975 
2,277 


93,501 


1,855 
86,593 
366 
3,232 
4,276 
21,875 
3,006 
5,636 
876 
19,100 
4,076 
1,331 
7,606 
6,923 
2,284 
1,975 
4,983 


1/  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat  (grain  equivalent).    2/  Includes  shipments  for  relief  or  charity. 


Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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VENEZUELA  TO  IMPORT 
SLAUGHTER  CATTLE 

Venezuela  has  "been  negotiating  with  Mexico  and  Colombia  for  the  pur- 
chase of  slaughter  cattle. 

According  to  press  reports,  Venezuela  will  purchase  10,000  fat  steers 
from  Mexico.    The  proposed  shipments  will  be  a  direct  government -to -govern- 
ment negotiation,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  the  purchaser  will  be  the 
government  or  a  private  corporation. 

The  Colombian  Cattlemen's  Confederation  has  also  been  negotiating 
with  Venezuela  for  the  sale  of  slaughter  cattle.  The  confederation  wishes 
to  sell  10,000  head  and  expects  Venezuela  to  be  the  principal  purchaser. 

U.S.S.R.  CLAIMS  FODDER 
TOP  FARM  NEED 

The  major  agricultural  problem  facing  the  U.S.S.R.  is  how  it  can  "ex- 
pand the  gross  grain  harvest,"  according  to  TASS,  the  official  Soviet  news 
agency. 

Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev  has  called  for  production  of  more  grain. 

The  U.S.S.R.  describes  its  grain  situation  as  paradoxical.  Although 
the  Soviets  have  claimed  their  average  per  capita  harvest  of  food  grains 
to  be  more  than  double  that  of  the  United  States,  the  average  outturn  of 
feed  grain  in  the  U.S.S.R.  is  less  than  25  percent  of  U.S.  production. 
From  1957  through  1959;  according  to  Soviet  figures,  average  per  capita 
production  of  food  grains  was  917  pounds --more  than  double  that  of  the 
United  States.    Western  analysts,  however,  do  not  accept  the  figures, 
which  they  consider  greatly  overstated. 

The  grain  output  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  however,  has  increased  greatly 
since  implementation  of  the  "New  Lands"  program  in  195*+  •     In  "the  past  2 
years,  the  weather  has  cut  production  that  was  expanded  by  acreage  in- 
creases from  1955  through  1958. 

The  Soviet  desire  to  surpass  U.S*  per  capita  production  and  con- 
sumption of  food  is  largely  dependent  on  their  ability  to  surpass  the 
United  States  in  production  of  grain  for  feed.    More  feed  is  basic  to  fur- 
ther expansion  of  livestock  production,  and  more  animal  products  are  re- 
quired to  improve  the  Soviet  diet  by  substitution  of  higher  protein  foods 
for  cereals.    Much  more  feed  production,  however,  will  be  required. 

Corn  will  play  a  vital  role  in  the  expansion  of  feed  supplies.  Be- 
ginning in  1961,  the  U.S.S.R.  plans  to  allocate  more  of  its  southern 
regions  to  corn  production.    The  government  also  intends  to  use  more 
virgin  lands  in  the  east  and  may  allocate  more  "New  Lands"  to  barley. 
More  chemical  fertilizers  and  mechanization  will  be  used  to  raise  farm 
efficiency. 
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THAILAND'S  RICE  EXPORTS  UP; 
PRICES  ADVANCE 

Thailand's  rice  exports  in  the  first  2  months  of  1961  were  the 
largest  for  that  period  in  many  years. 

The  325,000  metric  tons  exported- -170,000  in  January  and  155,000  in 
February- -exceeded  the  totals  of  the  first  3  months  in  1959  and  in  i960. 

Shipments  to  Indonesia  under  government-to-government  contracts  con- 
tinued heavier  than  usual.    In  addition  to  the  regular  trade  with  Singapore, 
Malaya,  and  Hong  Kong,  larger  exports  to  Ceylon  and  Taiwan  helped  to  keep 
the  export  level  high. 

Prices  moved  upward  in  February  and  the  first  week  of  March.  The 
f.o.b.  export  price  of  white  rice,  100-percent  whole,  on  March  6  was 
$1^8.03  per  metric  ton,  compared  with  $1^3*95  on  February  27.    The  same 
grade  on  January  30  sold  for  $133*91  Per  ton.    The  prices  of  cargo  rice, 
100-percent  first  grade    on  the  same  dates  were  $122.89,  $120.19,  and 
$113.58,  respectively. 

The  price  increases  are  due  largely  to  a  diminishing  supply  of  high- 
quality  rice  from  the  large  harvest.    Dealers  are  protecting  stocks  of 
this  type  for  regular  customers.    Other  factors  contributing  to  the  rise 
are  (l)  the  demand  is  generally  good,  (2)  the  trade  expects  that  Communist 
China  will  not  be  an  important  competitor,  (3)  the  price  of  gunny  bags- 
due  to  world  shortages  in  jute--is  about  double  that  of  a  year  ago. 

MEXICO  ESTABLISHES 
NEW  FARM  AGENCY 

By  presidential  decree  on  March  1,  the  Mexican  government  terminated 
CEIMSA  (Compania  Exportadora  e  Importadora  Mexicana,  S.A. ),  a  federal 
agency  that  regulated  supplies  of  basic  commodities  in  Mexico. 

A  new  agency  to  be  known  as  CONSP  (Compania  Nacional  de  Subsistencias 
Populares)  was  created  simultaneously.    It  will  operate    with  a  capital 
of  one  billion  pesos  entirely  paid  in  by  the  Mexican  government. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  new  agency  is  to  raise  the  income  of  the 
rural  population  and  improve  the  living  standards  of  low-income  urban 
groups. 

Like  the  old  agency,  CONSP  will  guarantee  prices  of  basic  agricultural 
commodities  to  producers;  it  will  also  maintain  stocks  and  regulate  prices 
of  commodities  considered  essential  to  the  welfare  of  low-income  groups. 
Although  the  program  of  the  new  agency  has  not  been  announced,  its 
activities  in  the  field  of  price  regulation  will  probably  be  much  broader 
than  those  of  its  predecessor. 
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CAMEROUN  PEANUT  OUTPUT 
FORECAST  AT  i960  LEVEL 

In  1961,  peanut  production  in  Cameroun    is  expected  to  be  about  88,000 
short  tons  from  ^20,000  acres --equivalent  to  the  i960  outturn  from  Ul2,650 
acres.    Prices  offered  to  growers,  30  CFA  francs  per  kilo  (about  6  U.S.  cent 
per  pound),  reportedly  is  not  sufficient  to  materially  stimulate  interest 
in  increased  production. 

U.S.  COTTON  LINTERS 
IMPORTS  DECLINE 

U.S.  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualtities,  amounted  to 
11,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  January  I96I--27  percent  below  imports 
of  15,000  bales  in  December  i960  and  h2  percent  below  imports  of  19,000  in 
January  i960.    Linters  imports  during  the  first  half  (August -January )  of 
I96O-61  totaled  70,000  bales,  compared  with  90,000  bales  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  a  year  earlier. 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  during  August -January  I96O- 
6l,  with  comparable  1959-60  figures  in  parentheses,  were;  Mexico  3^,000 
bales  (67,000);  U.S.S.R.  11,000  (ll+,000);  Brazil  ^,000  (3l6);  Syria  i+,000 
(0);  and  Argentina  3,000  (0). 

FOREIGN  FREE  WORLD  PRODUCES 
MORE  COTTON;  EXPORTS  LESS 

Cotton  production  in  major  foreign  Free  World  exporting  countries  is 
much  larger  this  season  than  a  year  earlier,  but  exports  are  running  some- 
what behind. 

Production  this  season  is  estimated  at  16.2  million  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  in  the  countries  listed  in  the  accompanying  table.    This  amount  is 
11  percent  above  the  lh.6  million  bales  grown  last  season,  and  9  percent  abc 
average  annual  production  of  1U.9  million  bales  in  the  past  5  seasons. 

There  are  larger  crops  in  13  of  the  18  countries  listed.  Largest 
production  increases  are  in  India,  where  more  normal  yields  are  expected, 
compared  with  last  season's  relatively  poor  outturn,  and  Mexico,  where 
acreage  was  increased.    Production  declined  sharply  in  the  Congo,  due  to 
political  upheaval. 

Cotton  exports  for  specified  periods  of  I96O-6I  from  principal  foreign 
Free  World  exporting  countries  decreased  by  286,000  bales,  compared  with 
the  same  period  of  the  previous  season. 

Total  exports  this  season  will  likely  fall  somewhat  short  of  last 
season's  record,  because  stocks  in  most  major  importing  countries  were 
not  maintained  in  the  early  part  of  I96O-61.  Also,  smaller  exportable 
supplies  in  some  countries  were  nearing  depletion  early  in  the  season. 
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NIGERIA'S  1960-61  PEANUT  CROP 
SECOND  LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

Nigeria's  I96O-6I  peanut  production  is  expected  to  be  second  in  size 
only  to  the  alltime  high  of  1957-58. 

The  commercial  crop  is  estimated  at  630,000  long  tons,  shelled  hasis 
(603,000  from  the  Kano  area  and  27,000  from  the  Rivers  area).    This  out- 
turn compares  with  kk^ ,h^6  tons  in  1959-60  and  the  record  7lU,800  tons  of 
1957-58. 

As  of  February  16,  purchases  totaled  585,000  tons.    Through  February 
9,  shipments  to  port  had  reached  1^5,000  tons,  deliveries  to  oil  mills 
31,570,  and  stocks  in  and  about  Kano  363,950. 

Because  the  world  price  of  peanuts  has  increased  and  the  market  has 
remained  relatively  firm,  the  Marketing  Board's  losses  probably  will  be 
much  less  than  anticipated  earlier. 

U.S.  SOYBEAN  EXPORTS  AT  RECORD  HIGH; 
EDIBLE  OILS  UP;  CAKES  AND  MEALS  DOWN 

U.S.  exports  of  soybeans  and  soybean  oil  from  October  i960  through 
January  I96I  rose  sharply  over  the  first  k  months  of  1959-60,  but  exports 
of  cottonseed  oil  and  oilseed  cakes  and  meals  dropped  substantially. 

Soybean  exports  increased  9  percent  from  the  previous  record  volume 
of  October-January  1959-60.    Major  expansion  was  in  exports  to  Canada  that 
totaled  10.6  million  bushels,  compared  with  6.7  million  in  the  first  k 
months  of  1959-60.    Exports  to  West  Germany  and  Belgium  were  up  almost  a 
million  bushels  each,  while  shipments  to  Taiwan  were  up  1.8  million.  Ex- 
ports to  Japan,  the  major  market,  were  0.7  million  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

U.S.  exports  of  edible  oils  increased  one-fifth  from  a  year  earlier. 
Soybean  oil  exports  almost  doubled  last  year's  tonnage,  but  cottonseed  oil 
was  down  one-third.    The  expansion  in  soybean  oil  exports  reflected,  pri- 
marily, larger  shipments  to  Spain  and  Poland  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law 
^80.     Shipments  under  P.L.  k-QO  to  Pakistan  and  Israel  also  increased  sub- 
stantially.   No  soybean  oil  was  shipped  to  West  Germany,  Argentina,  or 
Turkey  in  the  ^-month  period  in  contrast  with  sizable  quantities  in  the 
comparable  months  of  last  year.    Exports  to  Peru  declined  sharply  from  last 
year . 

The  drop  in  cottonseed  oil  exports  was  due  mainly  to  the  decline  in 
the  volume  moving  to  Turkey  and  Pakistan  under  P.L.  hQO.    Exports  to  the 
Netherlands  and  Morocco,  however,  also  fell  sharply. 

Exports  of  oilseed  cakes  and  meals  through  January  of  this  marketing 
year  .were  one-third  less  than  a  year  earlier,  reflecting  largely  the  sub- 
stantial improvement  in  domestic  feedstuffs  in  Western  Europe  in  contrast 
to  drought  --reduced  supplies  last  year. 
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SOYBEANS,  EDIBLE  OILS,  AND  OILSEED  CAKES  AND  MEALS:    U.S.  exports, 
year  beginning  October  1,  1958  and  1959;  October -January 

1959  and  i960 


•  • 

Item              :              Unit  : 

1958-59  : 

1959-60  : 
1/  : 

Oc  t  ob  er -January 

1959-°0  . 

y  ; 

1900-01 

y 

Edible  oils:  : 

110.1 

1,208.6 
2,608.7 

:  930.^ 
:  k0h.2 

lkl.6 
1,55^.8 
3,292.3 

:  952.8 
:  503.3 

60.9 
668.7 
1,1+16.0 

156.6 

:  218.0 

■  66.3 

:  727.6 
1,557.2 

:  30^.0 
:  11+3.0 

•1,33^.6 

il, 1+56.1 

:    37!+.  6 

\  1+1+7.0 

Cakes  and  meals :  : 

:  512.2 
:  27.3 
:  31.2 

:  652.3 
:  11+0.2 
:  62.6 

:  318.8 
:  111+.9 
:  1+7.8 

I  21+8.5 
:  32.2 
:  26.2 

\  58I.O 

':  87O.5 

\  1+88.2 

:  309.3 

l/  Preliminary.  2j 
other  cakes  and  meals, 


Includes  peanut  cake  and  meal  and  small  quantities  of 


Bureau  of  the  Census . 


NORWAY'S  WINTER  HERRING  CATCH 
EXTREMELY  SMALL 

Norway's  1961  winter  herring  catch  is  now  estimated  at  only  1+6,000 
short  tons—about  15  percent  of  last  year's  exceptionally  small  catch  and 
only  one-fourth  as  large  as  earlier  estimates (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
March  13,  I96I,  for  historical  data). 

Deliveries  of  herring  to  reduction  plants  thus  far  have  been  negligible, 
and  the  season's  total  probably  will  be  small.    This  will  result  in  a  sharply 
reduced  domestic  fish  oil  output  and  larger  imports  of  fish  oil  and  Norway's 
marine  oil  hardening  industry. 

Reportedly,  Norway  has  purchased  7,500  metric  tons  (8,270  short  tons) 
of  menhaden  oil  from  the  United  States  this  year,  and  further  purchases  are 
expected.    Because  the  supply  of  herring  meal  will  be  down  sharply,  there 
could  be  increased  Norwegian  demand  for    other  protein  concentrates,  includ- 
ing soybeans  and  soybean  meal. 
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MALAYAN  I960  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL  EXPORTS 
UP  TWO -THIRDS  FROM  1959 

Net  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  from  the  Federation  of  Malaya,  and  Singapore  in  i960, 
totaling  34,276  long  tons,  oil  equivalent  basis,  were  up  two-thirds  from  those  of  1959. 

Copra  exports  were  up  nearly  three-fourths  from  1959  with  India  taking  over  one-half  the 
total.    Increased  supplies  from  Indonesia  helped  raise  i960  imports  of  copra  by  nearly  30  percent 
from  1959- 

Coconut  oil  shipments  in  i960  were  about  4  percent  above  those  of  1959-  Imports  of  coconut 
oil  increased  by  more  than  one-half  from  the  previous  year. 


COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL:    Federation  of  Malaya,  and  Singapore,  exports,  imports, 
and  net  exports,  average  1935-39,  annual  1959  and  i960 


Country 

Copra 

\                    Coconut  oil 

:  Average 
:  1935-39 

1959 

i960  1/ 

■  Average 
1935-39 

1959 

\    i960  1/ 

EXPORTS 

:  Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

■  Long  tons 

:  360 



618 

3,586 

:  2,062 

2. 500 

500 

4 

498 

... 

Europe: 

! 

.:  1,745 

488 

200 

5 

:  14,192 

TV) 

4o 

246 

■            j  j  j 

.0/      IlT  Jul- 

:£/  *M>*yp 

7  7k  3 

9  T7S 

398 

17k 

10,487 

1,200 

1  037 

48 

^  OR** 

:  29,585 

6  568 

504 

4,666 

Dt  -0° 

:  4,989 

41 

:  3,420 

: 

:  709 

2  0Q8 

255 

2,641 

^,  toy 

4  600 

1,383 

40 

438 



1,000 

:  57,750 

392 

650 

8,858 

1,248 

4,802 

:  90 

:  1,296 

2,680 

62 

237 

398 

:  174,399 

21  7SS 

26,005 

11, 339 

14,229 

15,061 

Afriea: 

: 

:  4,541 

4,083 

267 

1,749 

•3/  99 

--- 

... 

3/ 

1 

— 

25 

Union  of  South  Africa. . 



— 

547 

3,671 

5,834 



— 

309 

380 

1,026 

:  4,6W 



... 

4,94o 

1  ^9 
jio 

o,o.y+ 

Asia: 

1,363 

3,195 

3,458 

k,  tiy 

_  _ 
1,717 

:  3,926 

1,134 

2,905 

3,750 

831 

991 

826 

460 

481 

T  107 

26,569 

63,701 

19,068 

1,055 

3,813 

185 

160 

2,100 

3,500 

462 

370 

:  1,676 

10,692 

15,406 

6 

975 

1,687 

:  297 

706 

685 

1,108 

4,962 

5,575 

:  6,006 

41,1+30 

86,493 

29,407 

l6:6l4 

14,731 

362 

1 

154 

:5/  191,691 

65,685 

112,998 

47,110 

39. -24t. 

40,642 

IMPORTS 

•  10,278 

2,520 

872  ■ 

V 

1,092 

1,827 

.:  105,501 

89,327 

114,131 

329 

774 

l,06l 

850 

3,514 

246 

92,697 

118,517 

575 

1,860" 

2,889 

-27,012 

-5,519 

46,535 

37,380 

37,753 

Net  exports  of  copra  and 

coconut  oil, 

.:'  147,305 

32,321 

54,4o6 

92,802 

20,362 

34,276 

\J    Preliminary.    2/    Total  Germany.    3/    Territory  formerly  known  as  French  Morocco.    4/  Less 
than  .5  ton.    |/    Includes  6,286  tons  to  "other  countries".    6/    Includes  440  tons  to  "other 
countries" . 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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CANADIANS  PLAN  TO  PLANT  MORE  FLAXSEED, 
SOYBEANS  r  LESS  RAPESEED 

As  of  March  1,  Canadian  farmers  intended  to  increase  flaxseed  acreages 
moderately  and  soybean  acreages  slightly,  but  to  decrease  rapeseed  plantings 
slightly,  according  to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

These  intended  acreages  are  merely  indicative  of  farmers'  plans  on 
March  1,  and  acreages  actually  seeded,  therefore,  may  vary  considerably 
from  the  "intention"  figures,  depending  largely  upon  conditions  before 
and  during  seeding. 


OILSEEDS:    Canada,  acreage  intentions  as  of  March  1,  I961, 
compared  with  estimated  acreage,  annual  1957-60 


Oilseed 
acreage  ; 

Seeded  acreage 

Intended  acreage 

1957  ' 

1958 

:  1959  : 

i960 

1    1961  [ 

I96I  as 
percent 
of  i960 

Acres         Acres         Acres         Acres         Acres  Percent 

:3,^85,600  2,622,700  2,150,700  2,817,200  3,001,500  107 
•    617,500      626,000      213,500     756,000     7^,600  98 

256,000    263,000    251,000    256,500  2/259,000  101 

1/  Prairie  Provinces  only.  2/  Ontario  only;  estimate  for  Manitoba  not 
available . 


Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 

Prospective  flaxseed  acreage  this  year  indicates  an  increase  of  7  per- 
cent from  i960  and  lh  percent  from  the  1955-59  average.    Increases  are  in- 
dicated in  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Ontario,  but  a  decrease  in  acreage 
is  indicated  in  Alberta. 

Soybean  acreage  may  be  up  slightly  from  i960  because  of  a  prospective 
increase  in  Ontario,  where  virtually  all  Canadian  soybeans  are  grown. 

Acreage  sown  to  rapeseed,  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  will  show  a  small 
decline  if  intentions  are  confirmed.    Indicated  acreage  is  2  percent  less 
than  the  record  i960  acreage  but  nearly  double  the  1955-59  average  of 
389,020  acres. 

ANGOLA1 S  PEANUT  CROP 
MAY  BE  SMALLER 

Angola's  1961  peanut  crop  may  be  slightly  smaller  than  last  year's  out- 
turn. 

An  estimated  33,000  short  tons  of  unshelled  peanuts  may  be  produced 
this  year  from  153,000  acres,  compared  with  35,275  tons  from  an  equivalent 
acreage  in  i960. 
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A  local  vegetable  oil  extracting  company,  "by  offering  higher  prices ,  is 
trying  to  encourage  growers  to  increase  peanut  production.    Because  the  price 
of  coffee  has  dropped  substantially,  coffee  growers  will  look  to  new  sources 
of  income  and  may  produce  more  peanuts  as  a  side  crop. 

The  Cotton  Junta  has  been  attempting  to  promote  more  peanut  production 
by  rotation  of  -srops.    The  rotation  suggested  is  peanuts -cotton-fallow. 

WEST  GERMANY  AMENDS  GRAIN  LAW 

A  recent  amendment  to  the  West  German  Grain  Law  extends  marketing  regu- 
lations to  malt,  including  roasted  malt. 

This  action  means  that  malt  has  been  deliberalized  and  will  have  the 
same  legal  status  as  other  grains,  that  is,  it  will  be  subject  to  import  and 
price  controls.    Furthermore,  the  Import  and  Storage  Agency  for  Grains  and 
Feeds  can  now  regulate  the  internal  distribution  and  utilization  of  malt  and 
initiate  a  stockpiling  program. 

The  new  amendment  to  the  Grain  Law  further  stipulates  that  the  Federal 
Minister  for  Food,  Agriculture,  and  Forestry  may,  by  legal  ordinance,  impose 
the  same  controls  and  regulations  on  a  series  of  additional  cereal  products 
under  certain  conditions.    The  commodities  to  which  this  may  be  applied  are: 
(l)  grains  other  than  breadgrain  and  malt,  which  are  specifically  mentioned, 
as  well  as  flour,  farina,  dust-flour,  and  coarse  meal;  (2)  kernels  of  rye, 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  corn,  buckwheat,  grain  sorghums  of  all  kinds;  rice, 
hulled,  polished,  rolled  (including  flakes),  disintegrated  or  processed  in  a 
similar  way;  (3)  malt  extract;  (k)  preparations  for  infant  feeding  or  for 
dietetic  or  kitchen  use,  the  main  base  of  which  is  flour,  starch,  or  malt 
extract,  and  those  with  a  cocoa  content  of  less  than  50  percent  of  the  weight; 
(5)  pasta  goods;  (6)  bread,  ships  biscuit  and  other  common  bakery  goods  with- 
out sugar,  honey,  eggs,  fat,  cheese,  or  fruit  added;  (7)  fine  bakery  goods  and 
those  with  any  amount  of  cocoa  added;  and  (8)  roasted  coffee  substitutes,  the 
main  base  of  which  is  grain. 

BRAZIL  NUT  HARVEST  LARGE ; 
PRICES  LOWER 

The  1961   Brazil      nut  harvest  is  forecast  at  k^}000  short  tons,  un- 
shelled  basis.    In  early  March  I96I,     Brazil     nut  prices,  f.o.b.  Belem,  were 
below  last  year's  and  quoted  as  follows: 


Item 

i960  1961 

;           Cents  per  pound 

62  53 
18  Ik 
2k  21 
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PHILIPPINE  RECORDED  COPRA  EXPORTS 
IN  FEBRUARY  LOWEST  SINCE  MARCH  1946 

Philippine  recorded  copra  exports  of  21,300  long  tons  in  February  1961  were  the 
smallest  for  a  single  month  since  March  1946  when  13,342  tons  were  recorded  for  export. 
There  has  been  since  early  October  i960  a  decline  in  shipments  reflecting  the  effects  of 
typhoons  in  November  and  December  1959,  which  destroyed  blooms  and  small  coconuts  destined 
for  maturity  this  season. 

Coconut  oil  exports  in  February  were  slightly  above  those  of  February  i960  and  were 
up  one-fourth  from  January  1961  shipments  of  3,184  tons. 

Combined  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  January-February  were  44,680  tons,  oil 
basis.    This  is  less  than  half  the  volume  recorded  for  January-February  i960  (95,326  tons). 

The  copra  export  price  in  mid-March  was  about  $146  per  long  ton,  f.o.b.,  Philippine 

ports. 

Statistics  on  January  copra  exports  to  the  Pacific  Coast  have  been  revised  to  5,500 
tons,  bringing  total  January  recorded  shipments  to  38,250  tons  for  all  destinations. 
Recorded  and  unrecorded  shipments  to  the  Pacific  Coast  in  January  are  estimated  in  excess 
of  l6,000  long  tons. 

♦  *  * 

Since  mid-summer  of  i960,  there  has  been  a  steady  deterioration  in  the  quality  of 
statistics  on  copra  shipments  from  the  Philippines,  reflecting  an  increase  in  the  under- 
statement of  quantities  declared  for  export.    A  check  of  arrivals  and  official  imports  data 
of  the  United  States  reveals  that  unrecorded  (understated)  quantities  exported  ranged  from 
4,000  to  6,000  long  tons  monthly  between  June  and  October  i960.    From  November  i960  through 
February  1961  the  understated  quantities  appear  to  have  exceeded  10,000  tons  monthly, 
based  on  imports  and  arrivals  data.    While  no  similar  check  on  exports  is  available  for 
shipments  to  Europe,  indications  are  that  the  decline  in  copra  exports  from  the  Philippines 
has  been  overemphasized  by  mounting  statistical  inaccuracies. 


COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
February  I960  and  1961  and  January-February  i960  and  1961 


Country  of  destination 

:  February 

January-February 

:     I960  1/ 

1961  1/ 

I960  1/ 

1961  1/ 

COPRA 

North  America: 

:    Long  tons 
••:         (  ---) 

Long  tons 

3,700 
(    — ) 
(3,700) 

Long  tons 

51,335 
(      — ) 
(51,335) 

Long  tons 

9,200 
(    — ) 
(9,200) 

3,700 

51,335 

9,200 

South  America:  : 

2,902 

Western  Europe: 

8,450 
9,150 

3,000 
4,750 

1,000 

54,450 

3,000 

15,800 

500 
1,250 

31,000 
500 
3,000 
13,350 

17,600 

82,000 

49,600 

Asia: 

492 

750 

21,300 

136,729 

59,550 

COCONUT  OIL 
North  America: 

..:  (3,534) 
(  345) 

3,805 
(3,805) 

9,187 
(8,541) 
(  646) 

6,989 
(6,989) 

3,005 

9,187 

6,9a9 

Asia: 

175 

175 

3,9«0 

9,187 

7,164 

1/    Preliminary.    2/    West  Germany,  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Sweden,  or  Belgium. 


Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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YUGOSLAVIA  PLANS  TO  INCREASE 
SOYBEAN,  SUNFLOWER  SEED  OUTTURNS 

Yugoslavia  plans  to  step  up  production  of  soybeans  and  sunflower  seed 
by  1965. 

A  new  5-year  plan  of  development  envisages  (l)  soybean  output  by  1965 
at  i+00,000  metric  tons  (ih.'J  million  bushels),  compared  with  the  I959-6O 
average  of  2^,000  tons  (O.96  million  bushels),  and  (2)  sunflower  seed  out- 
put at  150,000  metric  tons  (165,000  short  tons),  compared  with  the  1959-60 
average  of  112,000  tons  ( 123,000). 

The  plan  also  calls  for  a  sharp  increase  in  industrial  processing  of 
agricultural  products.    This  includes  expanding  vegetable  fat  processing 
from  the  1959-60  average  of  73,000  metric  tons  (80,000  short  tons)  to 
130,000  (lJ+3,000)  and  protein  concentrates  from  90,000  (99,000)  to 
1,110,000  (l,22l+,000). 

Yugoslavia  is  short  on  vegetable  oils,  and  particularly  short  on  pro- 
tein supplements  for  livestock  feeding.    However,  the  likelihood  of  achiev- 
ing the  soybean  production  goals  is  not  good  because  experience  in  growing 
soybeans  is  lacking.    Moreover,  the  crop  will  be  forced  to  compete  with 
corn  and  sugar  beets  for  suitable  acreage,  and  to  compete  successfully, 
price  subsidies  for  soybeans  will  be  needed. 

The  production  goal  for  the  mixed-feed  industry  can  be  achieved  only 
through  enlarging  plant  capacity,  obtaining  sufficient  protein  supplements 
(if  soybean  production  goal  is  reached),  and  having  adequate  foreign  ex- 
change for  importation  of  needed  feed  ingredients  that  cannot  be  procured 
domestically. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Single  copies  free  to  persons  in  the  United  States 
from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C.,  Room 
5922.  Phone  DUdley  8-2UU5. 

Argentine  Agricultural  and  Trade  Policies.  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
"FATP  h-6l.     11  pp. 


i960  U.S.  Agricultural  Exports  Set  Value  and  Volume  Records.    Foreign  Agri- 


culture Circular  FATP  7-6I.     5  PP- 
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Cocoa  Bean  Crop  Sets  Record.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FCB  l-6l.    Ik-  pp. 

World  Coffee  Crop  Down.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FCOF  l-6l.  11  pp. 

Lentil  Production  Up  10  Percent  in  i960.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FDP  3-61.     3  PP. 

World  Castor  Bean  Harvest  Sets  Record.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FFO  5-61.     22  pp. 

U.S.  Soybean  Exports  at  Record;  Edible  Oils  High;  Oilcakes  and  Meal  Down. 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FFO  6-61.     7  PP- 

Record  World  Corn  Crop  Confirmed.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FG  h-6l.  k  pp. 

Australian  Livestock  Situation.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FLM  l-6l.    19  pp. 

U.S.  Exports  of  Beef  Breeding  Cattle  July -December  and  Annual  i960.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FLM  2-6l.    10  pp. 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  Enact  Federal  Tobacco  Legislation.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FT  4-61.     3  pp. 

Irish  Smokers  Rely  Almost  Entirely  on  U.S.  Tobacco.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FT  5-6l.    6  pp. 

U.S.  Tobacco  Exports  Up  in  i960.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FT  6-6l.  ik  pp. 
The  Agriculture  and  Trade  of  the  West  Indies.    FAS  M-103.     35  pp. 
Analysis  of  the  Fats  and  Oils  Market  in  Egypt  and  Syria.    FAS  M-107.     11  pp. 
U.S.  Agricultural  Exports  Past  and  Present;     I925-I960.    FAS  M-IO9.     33  pp. 
Canada's  Livestock  and  Meat  Industry.    FAS  M-lll.     22  pp. 
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